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RESOLUTION OF TIIE TOIIONO O'ODHAM IEGISIATWE COUNCII,
(Supporting Tribal COVID-I9 Recovery f,egislative and Funding Proposals)

RESOLUIION NO, 2O-T5I

the Constltrtion ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation vests th€ Legislatiye Councll wlth
the authority to "promote, protect and provide for public health' peace' morals'

education and general welfare ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation and its rncmbers"

and to "consult with the Congress of the United States and appropriate federal

agercies regardlng federal actlvities that alfect the Tohono O'odham Nation. . ."

(constltutlon, ltrticle vI, section I(cX2) and Section l(i)); and

the recent outbreakofthe novel coronavlrus ld€ntlfred as COVID-I9ln the Unlted

States, causes serious concerns for the health and safety ofthe lohono O'odham

Nation (the "Nation") and its members; and

the Governor of the State of Arizona declared a Public Health Emergency on

March ll, 2020, in order to release federal resources to prepare, mitigate, and

respond to the needs oftrlbal and local iurisdictions; and

on March lt,2O2O, in response to the rapld spread of COVID-I9 and conllrmed
presence in the State of Arizona, the Nation's Chairman declared a Stat€ of
Emergency for the Tohono O'odham Nation, and established the Nation's Unilied
Conrnand in order to coordinate necessary policies, and direct resources to the

Nation in a tlnely manner; and

in response to the health, saf€ty, and economic concerns posed by COVID-I9, th€

U,S, Co[gress €nacted four pleces of federal legislation to provide funding to
hospitals and clinics, state and tribal governments, public health elforts' and

economic stabilization measures for individuals and businesses; and

with Congress considering another maior Biece of legislation, llrnerican Indian
and Alaska Nattve (AIIAN) trlbal organlzatlons recommend identifybg crtttcal
fundlng and policy n€eds for lncluslon in the next COVID-I9 related leglslatlon to
help protect ltllAfl communltles and to mitigate the spread of COVID-I9i and

these recommendations are necessary for the Indian h€alth system to be fully
functional to address the pandemic and other related critical health care

prioritles; and

the critical fundlng needs and recommendations are as follows:
. Provide $l bllllon for purchased/referred care
. Provide $1.215 billion for hospitals and health clinics
. Establish a $1.7 billion emergency third-part5r reirnbursement relief fund

for Indian Health Service ("IHS"), tribes, tribal organizations, and urban
Indian organizations
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RESOI,UTION NO. 2O-T5T
(Supportlng Tribal COVII)-I9 Recovery Legisladve and Fundirg Proposals)
Page 2 oI4

. Provid€ $2,5 billion for healtl care facilities construction to include
support for new and crrrent planned proiects, the Small Ambulatory
Health Center Program, and th€ toint Venture Constr[ctlon Prograrn

. Provide $l billion for Sanitation Facilities Constrrctlon

. Provide $750 million for maintenance and improvement of Indian Health
Service and tribal facilltles

. Provide $ti mlllion for equipment purchases and replacements,
(hereafter collectively referred as "Tribal Funding Recommendatlons")

; and

WEEREAS, th€ t€chnical Medicare/Medicaid recommendations are as follows:
. Authorize Medicaid reirnbursements for qualllled Indian provider

services and urban Indian organizations
. Provide reinbursements for servlces furnished by Indian health care

provlders outslde ofan IHS or tribal faciltty
. Ensure parity ln Medlcare reimbursement for Indian health care

providers
. Include pharmacists, licensed marriage and family therapists, licensed

professional counselors, and other providers as eligible provlder q4res

nnd€r Medicare for reinbursement to IHS, trlbal. and urban Indlan
health programs, (hereafter collectively referred to as

"Medicare/Medicaid Recommendations")

; and

WHEREAS, the technical amendment recommendadons are as follows:
. Expand telehealth capacity and access in Indian Country by permanently

extending waivers ulder Medicare for the use of telehealth and enactlng
certain sections ofthe CONNECT to Health Act

. Make the IIIS scholarship and Loan Repa!.ment PrograE tax exempt

. Ilnplement ways to facilitate interagency transfers of funding that tribal
nations can access to address COVID-I9 and its impacts so that funding
can be disbursed to trlbal nations quickly

. Implement ways to dlsburse f[nding to tribal nations uslng existing
funding mechanisms already in place when possible

. Provide tribal and UIo access to the Strategic National Stockpile

. Provide tribal and UIO acc€ss to the Public Health EmergencJr

Preparedness Fund, (hereafter collectively referred to as',Technical
Anendment Recommendations")
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RESOLUTION NO. 20-151
(Supporting Tribal COVID-19 Recoyery Legislative and Funding Proposals)
Page 3 of4

; and

WEEREAS, the legislative flxes and reanthorlzadon recommendations are as foUows:

. Move Contract Support Costs to mandatory appropriations

. Movc loso)l€ase agreemerts to mandatory approprlations

. Permanently reauthorize the sp€clal Dlabetes Prograln for Indlans wlth
automatic annnal adiustments tied to medical inllation, and permittribes

and tribal organizations to recelve funds through self-determination or
self-governance contracts and compacts, (hereafter collectively referred
to as "Leglslatlve Fij[es and Reauthorlzatlon Recommendations")

; and

WHEREIIS, the Health and Human Services and Appropriatiors Comnitt€es rccomlnend

supporting the Tribal COVID-19 Recovery Legislative and Funding Proposals.

NOW, THEREEORf,, BE IT RDSOLVED bythe Tohono O'odham Legislative Councilthat it supports

the Trlbal COVID-19 Recovery Leglslative and Funding Proposals, which include

the Tribal Fundlng Recomnendatlons, Medicare/Medicaid Recommendations,

Iechnical llmendment Recommendations, and Legislative Fixes and

Reauthorization Recommendations.

BE IT FINIIILY RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council that it autborizes the

Nation's chairprerson or official designee to advocate the Nation's positions

expressed in thls resolutlon to appropriate state and federal ollicials, agencies

and departmetrts, and members of the U.S. Congress.

The foregolng Resolutlon was passed by the Tohono O'odhan Legislative Council on the lf,fl
day of MAY. 2020 at a neetlng at which a quorum was present with a vote of 3,U5.7 FOR; -0-
AGIUNST; -0- NOT VOTING; and I05l IiBSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the Council by
Article VI, Section l&X2) and Section l(i) of the Constitution of the Tohono O'odham Nation,
adopted by the Tohono O'odham Nation on January lt, 19t6; approved by the Acting Deputy
Assistant Secretary - Indian AIIairs (Operations) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Section 16 ofthe
Act ofJune lt, 1934 (4t Stat.gE4).

O'ODHAM I,EGISIIITIVE COUNCIL
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Evonne Wllson, Leglslatlve Secretary

H auror

the otEce of the Chairman of the Tohotro

p[rsuant to the provisions of Section 5 of Articl
efrectlve upon hls approval or upon hls failure to either approve or disapprove it within 4t
hours of submittal.

, ,2o2oat 2-?7 o'cloc*, tZ .n,,
vrr of the constitution .lrd *' IT..o-"

t{*r on"o
t4 .h

ontl.e l7 a^vor rfl[i['ld ,zozo

n, | 0'. | 0 o'ctock, a, .m'I I DISAPPROVED

to the Legislative secretary on th " f8 any ot

.2o2o.ar /3 |})o,.ro"u. /) .-,.

Evonne Wllson, f, eglslatlve Secrctary

O O'ODIIAM I,EGISIIITIVE COUNCIf,

TOHONO O'ODHITM NATION

Returned



RESOT,UTtON NO. 20-l5l

AcrroN: SUPPoRTING rRrBAr, covlD-Ig RDcov[Ry LEcrsLrrrvE lrND FUNDTNG pRopostll,s
MOVED: COUNCILWOMAN GRACf, MANUEL SECOND: COUNCILMAN LEANDER MASE
DATE: MAY 13.2020

DISIRICT I,ECISI.ATIVE R"EPRXSENTATIVf, S
#oF

VOTES FOR AGIUNST
NOT

VOTING II.BSENT

BABOQUTVART
384.a

I. Lf,ANDER MASE
(Francine Schooling)

2. AIBERTAI. RAY
(Francas G. Atrtone)

r92.40

t92.tlo

x

x x

CHUKUTKUK
t47.1

I . VIVIAN IUAN-SAUNDERS
Oranita Homer)

2. MARI,AXAY HENRY
(Billman Loper)

t73.? a

t7t,7s
x

x

GU ACIII
279.'

I. VICTORIA IIOBBS
()

2. TIMOTIIY [. f OAQIjIN
(Louis L.Iohnson)

l:t9.65

139.65

x

x

cu vo
zffi.5

I. DAIIAS I,EWIS
(Nacho Flores)

2. GNACE MATTUEI
( )

l12.2s

132,25

x

x

HICISWAN
213.t

I. SANDRA D. ORTEGA()
2. I,OUIS R. I,OPf,Z

(Delma M. carcla)

106.90

106.90

x

x

x

PISINEMO
2to.7

I. MONICA K. MORGAN()
2. MAnIETIA MARTIN

( )

I15.3 5

lr5.3s

x

x

sAN IUCY
235.6

I. GI.ORIA RAMIREZ
()

2. JANA MONIITNA
(Lorraine M. Eiler)

ll7.Eo

lt7.t0
x

x x

SIIN XAVIf,R
2tt.9

1. 

'ANICE 
FEIIX

(Adam A.ndretr,s)
2. DAI\IIEL I,.A. PRXSTON III

(Racheal Vllson-Stoner)

rr9.45

rr9.45

x

x

x

SCHUK TOAI(
It9.O

l. ouINrIN c. LoPtrZ
(Agnes V. loaqdn)

2. TERf,SA F. DON/IIIUE
(Alberta Espinoza)

94.50

94.50

x

x

SELI,S
t47.1

I, EVELYN JUAN MANUEI,
()

2. ITRTIITJR WII,SON
)

273.55

27t.55

x

x

SIF OIDITK
24.a

I, LUCINDAAII,BN
(Yolonda Carcia)

2. MARY LOPf,Z
(Ann M. carcla)

122.24

122.21

x

x x

TOrttf, t,t7s.7 t,t7t.7 -o- -0- I0sI


